
SHAROW PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting 
 

 
DATE: Monday 15th September 2025 
TIME:  7.00pm  
LOCATION:  Sharow Village Hall 
PRESENT:  Councillors Robert Forber (Chair), Alison da Costa, Gemma Escott, Chris Gilbert, 

Paul Humberstone, Gary Simpson, and Chris Thomson 
CLERK:  Nick Reed (minutes) 
IN ATTENDANCE: 4 Members of the Public [MoP] 
 

25.24 Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation 
There were none. 
 

25.25 Apologies and reasons for absence 
There were none, all Councillors being present. 
 

25.26 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 21st July 
These were APPROVED as a true record of the meetings, and signed as such by the Chair. 
 

25.27 
25.271 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.272 
 
25.273 
 
 
 
 
25.274 
 

Ongoing issue from minutes not related to other agenda items 
Dishforth Road / New Road development – The Council noted that Thomas Alexander Homes has 
purchased the site from V&A Homes, and further noted a written update from Thomas Alexander, 
stating that: a start on site was made on Monday 8th September; the groundworks sub-contractor is 
currently acting as principal contractor for a few months, while the initial infrastructure is put in place, 
and are due to carry out an informational letter drop to “neighbouring residents” in the next few 
weeks; Thomas Alexander Homes themselves will be taking over management of the development in 
the new year; and that they will also complete a letter drop to advise residents of timescales and 
contact details. 
The Clerk reported that the company had stated via email there was no change being made to the 
planning permission for the site, however the Council noted that 25/02904/DISCON has been 
submitted regarding the materials used in the housing. There was some disquiet that the Council had 
not yet been consulted on this application, noting that the Council has throughout this now seven-year 
process wished to ensure that the development reflects the valued characteristics of older housing in 
the village, particularly on New Road and Sharow Lane. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact NYC Planning and Thomas Alexander Homes regarding this application 
Half Moon pub – The Council heard that there is still nothing to report regarding the planning appeal 
process, to the frustration of the Half Moon Group and the Council alike. 
Handpainted “welcome to Sharow” signs – The Council heard that placement has been approved by 
the owner of the curved wall to Sharow Close for the west-facing sign, which is now to be installed. 
Regarding the east-facing sign, the Council considered the play area to be too far into the village for 
the placement, and AGREED to ask the owner of the property west of Fairlawns if it could be installed 
on their wall. 
Defibrillator – The Council heard that the defibrillator is now back in service, and thanked Cllr Forber 
for his work progressing this over the summer. 
 

25.28 Questions or comments from members of the public / North Yorkshire Council representative (not 
related to other agenda items) 
There was no report from the principal authority, NYC Cllr Nick Brown having sent his apologies. The 
question was raised about how the parish was being represented at North Yorkshire Council while Cllr 
Brown is indisposed. [Clerk’s note; I am told that Cllr Brown is continuing to pursue casework.] 



 

A MoP reported that the Village Hall committee has possible new personnel, and may also be seeking 
charitable status. 
The Council then heard that a new fence has been placed across a path which had been formerly used 
by parishioners at Lowfield Lane. Cllr Forber offered to speak with the landowner to see if access could 
be restored without recourse to formal measures. 
 

25.29 
 

Planning applications and decisions 
There were no new planning applications to consider, but the Council NOTED the decision 
necessarily arrived at between meetings that it has no objection to 25/02722/TPO, crown lift to a 
lime tree at 10 Glebe Meadow. 
 

25.30 
 

Financial statement and approvals for payment 
The Council RESOLVED to approve the following payments: Parish Clerk (salary); Streetscape 
(£585+VAT, replacement seats for play area swings) Defibrillator Warehouse (£371.95+VAT, battery 
and supplies for defibrillator); DTMS Ltd (£180+VAT, play area inspections); and Sharow Village Hall 
(£30, room hire for this meeting). 
The Council’s cash book balance following these transactions was NOTED as being £3,316.07. 
 

25.31 
 

Caretaker tasks 
The Council RESOLVED to ask the caretaker to remove the walnut tree branches from the verge 
between the Church car park and Dishforth Road. 

 

25.32 
25.321 
 
 
25.322 
 
 

Correspondence 
MoP: Noting that while the New Road resurfacing has been very well done, there is a small strip on the 
west side of the road with a significant gap between roadway and wall/hedge and a 10-15cm drop 
from the road level. The Clerk has written to NYC Highways asking if this can be remedied. 
NYC Public Rights of Way: Regarding the riverside footpath at Bell Bank Woods, stating, “in this case 
we can inform you that we have had a site visit with the contractor and are now awaiting to receive a 
quote from them. Once we have a quote, we will need to consult our budget to determine if we have 
the funds to get the work completed this financial year. If we do not have the funds, the works will 
remain on the list of proposed works and can hopefully go ahead in the new financial year”. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 8.25pm 

 
Date of next meeting: Monday 17th November 

(n.b. this is subject to confirmation) 
 

 
 
SIGNED:   ...........................................................................  (Chair) 
 
 
DATE:  ...........................................................................  

Sharow Parish Council 
c/o Nick Reed, Clerk to the Council 

9 Little Market Place, Masham, North Yorkshire  HG4 4DY 
01765-689702 

sharowparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
www.sharowparishcouncil.org 


