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SHAROW PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting

DATE: Tuesday 18" November 2025

TIME: 7.00pm

LOCATION: Sharow Village Hall

PRESENT: Councillors Alison da Costa (chairing), Gemma Escott, Robert Forber (after

8.05pm), Chris Gilbert, Paul Humberstone, and Chris Thomson

CLERK: Nick Reed (minutes)
IN ATTENDANCE: 4 Members of the Public [MoP]

Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were none.

Apologies and reasons for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Gary Simpson.

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 15" September
These were APPROVED as a true record of the meeting, and signed as such by the Chair.
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Ongoing issue from minutes not related to other agenda items

Dishforth Road / New Road development — There was nobody in attendance, nor a report, from
Thomas Alexander Homes, but the Council NOTED that main building work has begun on site.
Regarding the potential alteration of materials used in the housing, the Council noted the following
from NYC Planning: “The approval of materials does not require external consultation; however, | have
been in contact with the case officer who dealt with the original planning application to assess the
proposed materials. With some amendments, we are now happy to approve the materials.”

Half Moon pub — The Council heard that there is still nothing to report regarding the planning appeal
process, to the frustration of the Half Moon Group and the Council alike. The Half Moon Group is
organising a pub night in the Village Hall on 19" December

Handpainted “welcome to Sharow” signs — The Council heard that, while landowner permission has
been obtained to install the sign at the east end of the village on the wall between the church and
Fairlawns, it is also possible that it could be installed on the better site of the verge outside Fairlawns —
Clirs Humberstone and da Costa to liaise with the landowners. The Council THANKED the landowner
for allowing a wall-mounted sign to be installed at the west end of the village, which looks good.
Defibrillator — The Council heard that the defibrillator is now back in full working order.

Questions or comments from members of the public / North Yorkshire Council representative (not
related to other agenda items)

There was no report from the principal authority, NYC Clir Nick Brown having sent his apologies. The
Council noted that Clir Brown remains available to represent the parish at county level if required.

A MoP asked about the possible replacement of the metal grille by the water fountain outside Spring
Cottage, Sharow Lane, on the grounds of public safety, and Clir Humberstone agreed to investigate
this. Regarding letters sent from a company about wayleaves payments for power lines running under
properties, the Clerk agreed to investigate. [Clerk’s note; after some research, it seems that such letters
may or may not be legitimate, but independent advice is strongly that landowners should deal directly
with the Distribution Network Operator [DNO] — Northern Powergrid in this area — on such matters.]

Planning applications and decisions

Regarding 25/013759/FUL, for three new dwellings and associated access, landscaping and works on
land south of Sharow Lane at E433244 N471570, the Council RESOLVED that it objects to this
development on the grounds of layout and density, with three large houses on an area which may be
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(the former Harrogate BC local plan map is unclear) outside the settlement boundary, and which will
cause extra traffic on the already overstretched Sharow Lane / New Road loop. The Council also
noted concerns raised by parishioners about the ownership and management of the access strip
between Sharow Lane and the proposed development, and asked the Clerk to raise this concern
separately with NYC Planning.

The Council NOTED the granting of 25/02722/TPO for the crown lift of a lime tree at 10 Glebe
Meadow, following the decision necessarily agreed at between meetings that the Council had no
objection to that application.

Financial statement and approvals for payment

The Council RESOLVED to approve the following payments: Parish Clerk (salary, expenses and training);
HMRC (PAYE qtr 2); Yorkshire Accountants Ripon (£20+VAT, payroll admin qtr 2); LexisNexis (£220,
Arnold-Baker on Local Council Administration); Morgan’s (£1,195, parish and play area caretaking);
Streetscape £675+VAT, play area renovation); and Sharow Village Hall (£30, room hire).

The receipt was noted of £7,034 from North Yorkshire Council (precept #2 of 2).

The Council’s cash book balance following these transactions was NOTED as being £7,183.29.

25.40

Budget 2026-27
The Council RESOLVED to adopt the draft budget as circulated, with a precept requirement of £14,775.

25.41

“On demand” bus services

The Council heard that an “on demand” bus service has been introduced in Ripon, and RESOLVED to
request that this service be extended to include Sharow, and perhaps Copt Hewick and Littlethorpe, as
it could be of great potential benefit to parishioners.

25.42

Shooting

The Council NOTED that shooting has been reported within the parish several times, seemingly without
information/warning signs being posted. The shooting manager has been contacted about this, and
reported that there were no further shoots planned, thus hopefully rendering the point moot.

25.43

Road names

The Council NOTED the request from the New Road / Dishforth Road developer to change the road
names agreed for the new estate. Noting that the previous names had been agreed following
consultation with the Parish Council and Sharow Primary School, the Council expressed its
disappointment with the proposed change, and also suggested that seven street names was too many
for a 60-unit development.

25.44

Locality grant

The Council RESOLVED that part payment towards the purchase by Sharow Village Hall / Sharow
Cricket Club of a ride-on mower for the recreation ground would be a suitable use of a proposed £500
members discretionary grant from North Yorkshire Council.

25.45

St John’s Churchyard

The Council RESOLVED to make a grant under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 of £800
to St John’s Church Parochial Church Council, for maintenance of the communal areas of the
churchyard, considering this work to be of benefit to many parishioners.

25.46

Meeting dates
The Council RESOLVED that going forward Parish Council meetings will be, as standard, on the third
Tuesday in odd-numbered months, rather than the corresponding Monday as previously.




25.47 Caretaker tasks
There were no tasks to add to the caretaker’s regularly contracted work.

25.48 Correspondence

25.321 North Yorkshire Council Highways: Replying to concerns raised at this Council’s September meeting
regarding a possible hazard due to the gap between the new surface and hedgeline on New Road: “at
present, we do not consider [this] to pose a safety risk to pedestrians or cyclists. However, we will
continue to monitor the condition over the winter months and take appropriate action if any issues
arise.”

25.322 PKF Littlejohn LLP: Accepting the Council’s notification of exempt stat7us from external audit of 2024-
25, thus bringing last year’s audit process to a close with no notes.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm

SIGNED:  oooeiiceicccrtteeeerrreneerenaneessenanaeseennsssssennsssseennnnnnees (Chair)
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